THE    DIARY
There are preserved at Wotton three MS. copies of
the Memoirs. A: a quarto book (in a small and
exquisitely neat handwriting) from the beginning of
the Diary till February 3rd, 1706, all of it written by
John Evelyn himself (except from August to Septem-
ber, 1697, which seems to have been copied in a
modem hand). B: from the beginning till October,
1644. This is in Mr. Evelyn's handwriting except the
last few lines, which were by the pen of his grandson,
afterwards Sir John Evelyn, Bart. This is an un-
finished amplified version of A. It is handsomely
whole-bound with the crest of Mrs. Evelyn over John
Evelyn's own crest and has a monogram on the
covers. C is a copy from B in a youthful handwriting,
and was made apparently in 1737 by the author's
great-grandson, Sir John Evelyn, second baronet.
In view of some other statements, J. J. Foster's
account is probably only approximately correct.
At any rate it shows how some of the confusion arose,
and confirms the fact that Evelyn revised and revised
again his diary. But there are still the original notes
to be accounted for. In 1631 there is only one entry;
in it he writes, "I began to observe matters more
punctually which I did use to set down in a blank
almanack." In spite of this there are only single
entries for each year up to 1636.
In the library of Balliol College, Oxford, there are
preserved a set of little almanacks of the early
seventeenth century. Two of these belonged to
Evelyn and give an indication, although a very
meagre one, of his method and his original notes.